Accelerated atherosclerosis in saphenous vein bypass grafts: a spectrum of diffuse plaque instability.
Our understanding of plaque instability may be extended to vein graft atherosclerosis, which appears to represent the end of a continuum of plaque instability. Compared with plaque in native coronary arteries, vein graft atheroma is more diffuse and vulnerable to rupture, and the consequences of plaque rupture in vein grafts seem to be associated with almost certain thrombotic occlusion within 7 to 12 years after surgery.